
 

 
Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee 

The Rt Hon Edward Davey 
Secretary of State 
Department of Energy & Climate 
Change 

The Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP

Tel: (0131) 348 5230
RNID Typetalk 18001 0131 348 5230

Fax: (0131) 348 5088
By email only email: eet.committee@scottish.parliament.uk

21 January 2015

Dear Mr Davey 

Fuel Poverty in Scotland  

I wish to bring two matters to your attention; first the Committee’s recently published 
report on the Scottish Government’s Draft Budget 2015-16: 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/85391.a
spx. In particular I draw your attention to the section of fuel poverty and the 
conclusions/recommendations in paragraphs 98 and 99: 

98. The Committee is concerned that, as seems increasingly likely, the statutory target to eradicate fuel poverty “so 
far as reasonably practicable” by November 2016 will not be met. Factors such as uncertainty created by the UK 
Government’s energy market reform, the future direction of the Energy Company Obligation (which the Committee 
recognises currently lies outwith the control of the Scottish Government until implementation of the Smith 
Commission recommendations) and on-going constraints on public spending are well understood and 
acknowledged, as is the scale of the challenge, especially in reaching homes and indeed whole communities living 
in acute fuel poverty. The Committee therefore requests from the Scottish Government quarterly updates over the 
next 24 months on general progress, including latest data, related UK-level developments, and any consequential 
refinement of Scottish Government policy. The Committee is particularly interested in the success (or otherwise) of 
initiatives/schemes on the ground and details of work specifically directed at areas of “deep fuel poverty”.  

99. The Committee also intends to request regular updates over the next 24 months from the UK Government on 
how reserved policy decisions are impacting on fuel poverty in Scotland. Given the impact that market uncertainty 
is having on the future direction of the ECO – something which is currently outwith the control of the Scottish 
Government until implementation of the Smith Commission recommendations – the Committee believes that it 
would be useful for a UK Government minister to give formal evidence in person before the Committee on the 
impact that changes to ECO will have on fuel poverty in Scotland. 

I’d be grateful if you could respond both to the request for regular updates on policy 
impacting on fuel poverty in Scotland and to our invitation to come and give evidence 
on ECO. 

Renewable Energy in the Western Isles 

Secondly, I attach with this letter a piece of correspondence from the leader of 
Western Isles Council regarding renewable energy in the Outer Hebrides.  
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